
A 60 Year Timeline of the Monterey Regional Waste Management District
The establishment of the MRWMD 60 years ago marked the 

beginning of public ownership of a disposal site serving the 

Monterey Peninsula. Historical footnotes reveal themes that 

still resonate today including strategies to finance operations 

and Board consideration of appropriate programs and 

emerging technologies.

The past six decades have seen the development of industry-

leading resource recovery programs that have proven cost 

effective and a model for other communities.

1900 1920 19501940 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

1900
At the turn of the 20th century 
ocean dumping was not 
uncommon.

1920
A privately owned dump 
began accepting waste on a 
bluff above the beach in what 
is now Sand City. 

1940
The County Health 
Officer reports that the 
beach dump “constitutes 
a health menace” and 
that the owner should 
“clean up the dump by 
poisoning the rats and 
covering refuse with two 
feet of soil.” 

1987
Legislation by Assemblyman Sam Farr 
(former board member and now 
Congressman) allows District to 
change its name to Monterey Regional 
Waste Management District.  

Household toxics collection facility 
opens, one of the first in the US. 

October 1, 1951
The Monterey County 
Board of Supervisors 
creates Monterey 
Peninsula Garbage and 
Refuse Disposal District 
to site a sanitary landfill 
to replace the old dumps 
then in operation. 

September 1952
District Board leases interim 
Laguna Seca site until a 
permanent facility can be found. 
Disposal fees based on $.02 per 
capita plus $2.25 for all garbage 
truckloads. 

December 1953 
Board approves 
salvaging of cardboard.

August 1956 
County Planning Commission 
approves an incinerator (claimed to 
be smokeless) near Seaside.  District 
Board requests bids for incineration 
and composting systems and later 
rejects all bids to renew intensive 
effort to purchase a permanent 
disposal site to solve Peninsula's 
refuse problem.

October 1958 
Monterey Herald 
reports that “District 
dump a model for other 
communities in state”.

February 1961 
Board agrees to purchase 570 acre 
Breschini family site north of Marina 
and votes to levy property taxes 
($.05 on every $100 of assessed 
valuation) to fund purchase and 
operation.

November 23, 1965 
First load of waste received 
at the Monterey Peninsula 
Landfill.  Board directs that 
in all correspondence the 
facility shall be called a 
“disposal site” not a “dump”.  

1982
One of the first curbside recycling 
programs in the nation established 
in Carmel-by-the-Sea with State 
grant funding. District provides 
collection truck and processed 
recyclables. 

1983
Board of Supervisors approves 
annexation of Moss Landing, Castroville, 
Big Sur, Corral de Tierra, Laguna Seca, 
San Benancio, Toro Park, Carmel 
Highlands and Carmel Valley to District.  

First landfill-gas-powered engine 
generator begins producing electricity 
for sale to PG&E. 

1986
District sponsors first 
Toxic Waste Disposal 
Day for household 
toxics drop-off.

1985
Board approved 
sale of 100 acres 
for construction of 
regional sewer 
treatment plant.  
Onsite 
composting, 
concrete and 
asphalt recycling 
begin.

October 26, 1991
First “flea market and auction” of salvaged 
“Last Chance Mercantile” goods held in 
conjunction with District's 40th anniversary.

March 1993
Last Chance Mercantile is open 
the first Saturday of every 
month, one of the first resale 
stores in the solid waste 
industry. By Fall of ‘94, store is 
open every Friday and Saturday.
 

1996
District contributes $250,000 to 
help clean up the old Sand City 
dumpsite.

May, $9.6 million 100,000 sq ft 
Materials 
Recovery 
Facility (MRF) 
opens. Designed 
to process 
“mixed waste” to 
recover 
salvageable 
items, wood, 
metal, concrete, 
etc. By 2011, 
MRF has diverted 1.1 million tons 
from landfill disposal through 
recycling and reuse. 

October, new Last Chance 
Mercantile store opens on a 9 
acre parcel obtained from Dole 
Fresh Vegetables Co. Customers 
encouraged to “drop (reusable 
donations rather than throw 
them away) and shop”.

1997 
 “Small Planet” garden 
opens. Today, more than 
1,300 elementary students 
tour the District each year 
and enjoy a “zero waste 
lunch” in the garden.

1998 
District recognized as 
“Best Integrated Solid 
Waste Management 
System in North 
America” by SWANA. 
First recycled art 
contest held. 
Sculptures created 
can still be seen 
around the site.

2001
Charlie Benson Lane 
paved with rubberized 
asphalt. Approximately 
4000 tires recycled.

August 2006
Board waives fee 
on electronic 
waste recycling 
as State recycling 
fee on electronics 
takes effect 
allowing District 
to recover cost.

March 2010
District 
implements a 
bird 
abatement 
program at the 
landfill utilizing 
a licensed 
falconer.

January 2011
Board 
authorizes 
selection of a 
consultant to 
develop a Model 
Franchise 
Agreement for 
local city use in 
updating and 
procuring waste 
and recycling 
collection 
services when 
current 
agreements 
expire in 2015.

January 2002
All cities within the 
District achieve 
state mandate of 50 
percent recycling.

2008
The District 
begins food 
scrap compost 
program. 

January 1974 
Loads outside District 
boundaries charged a 
50% surcharge.  

1975
Pilot glass recycling project in 

Carmel is successful and 

recycling bins are placed near 

Pacific Grove and Monterey 

fire stations. 


