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Sculpture by Kris Cowen
Set For Last Chance Mercantile

A piece of sculpture by Kris Cowen,
fashioned from objects others have
thrown away, has been selected for
permanent display outside the Last
Chance Mercantile at the Monterey
Regional Waste Management District
(MRWMD) site just north of Marina.

Cowen, 3 third-generation member
a 'fveil—known Pacific Grove family
nctudes many craftspecple, be-
owg scuiptures only four years
., when he created a small clock
a vehicle timing chain. He is
also an auto mechanic, and many of
his pieces, which he describes as ab-
stract sculpture, come from leftover
car parts.
wen developed the piece that
& Qiaccd at the MRWMD by coi-
Chance
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,ugbt be interested in working with,”
says Cowen, who is 37,

Hlizabeth C'Mailey, executive direc-
tor of Fine Art Base in Sand City, which
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space and support, describes the un-
named work as “super contemporary
and very whimsicai and sort of like
Kris' personality. itis made cut of very
rugged building materiais. it is beauti-

fully balanced ... and it interacts with
the environment and has a wingiike
stee! backgrou: G ... He's agreat art-
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The MRWMD is

ist, He's

ing ctherwise
with art.

William Merry, generai manager o
the MRWMD, says, Lcor‘scr%r‘c an

artist o ”Qaz
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duce, Reuse, Recycle!

Fine Art Base is a non-profit organi-
zation for emerging artists that was
created this vear and operates cut o
a 2,000-square-foot loft in Sand C ty

says O Maliey, who co-founded it with
David Wilkinsen.

Along with the MRWMD, Fine Art
Base receives support from the Arts
Council for Montere ey f"ounty, Esmer-
alda Distillery, and Fractured Atlas,
which O'Malley descrébes as a non-
profit arts service organization based
in New York City.

O'Malley said she appreciates the
connection with the MRWMD be-
cause “part of our vision is 10 inspire
ecological awareness through the
fine arts, ancz also to encourage art-
ists to use less toxic processes .. The
Regional Waste \ﬂcnagement usstricx
has a wonderful history of supporting
the arts through the Last Chance Mer-
cantile!

O'Malley aiso expressed apprecia-
tion for a “really supportive Sand City
Councii and Arts Committee

Fine Art Base will open an exhibit on
Saturday, August 22, for Sand City’s

West £nd Celebration. it will consist
of found object sculptures, trash art,
assembiage collage and recycied ma-
terials art. The works will remain on
display for about a month at Fine Art
Base’s loft at 652 Redwood Avenue in
Sand City. Cowen’s piece will be in 3
special booth. He was selected sar-
iier to do a scuipture for the MRWMD,
and it will be installed outside the Last
Chance Mercantiie following the West
End Celebration.

Aboutbeinga <cu!ptor Cowen says,
“I know that the piece is working out
when 'm not 'nmmng about any-
thing. | have to be very, very present.
My goal is not tc make work that sells,
out to make work that ! want to make
and that is joyous.

Cowen is 3 1991 graduate of Pacific
Grove High, where he played footbail
in the stadium named after his grand-
father, Howard Cowen, who moved 1o
Pacific Grove as a young toy and has
been active in the-community ever
since.

Artwork at the West End show will
be auctioned, with 50 percent going
te the artist and 50 percent going to
Fine Art 8ase, says O'Malley.

More information is available at
www.fineartbase.org or by calling
O'Mailey at 917-455-2844,
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